FEMALE   GENERATIVE   ORGANS                              37
impossible for folds of the mucous membrane to become
caught by the penis and injured. This membrane at the
anterior extremity is reflected from the cul-de-sac of the
vagina over the cervix of the uterus, which projects like a
knob into the cavity. On the outside of the mucous mem-
brane the vagina is invested with a thin muscular coat.
The vagina serves for copulation and the passage of the foetus.
In the cow the vagina is longer and wider, the mucous
membrane is thicker, and is disposed in transverse rugse, and
at each side of the passage a mucous canal, " the canal of
Gaertner," extends between the mucous and muscular layer.
These canals begin in cul-de-sacs in the uterine broad liga-
ment, and open posteriorly into the genital passage in front
and at the side of the meatus urinarius. Their use is not
known. They are usually absent in the sheep, goat, bitch,
cat, and mare.
In the pig the canals of Gaertner are present; the folds of
vaginal mucous membrane are longitudinal.
In the bitch or cat the vagina is long, and its mucous
membrane is thrown into longitudinal as well as transverse
folds. In both animals the canal is wider towards the vulva,
and the walls are strengthened by a considerable quantity of
white fibrous tissue.
The Uterus.
The Uterus, or womb, is an elongated musculo-membranous
sac which receives the ovum, and constitutes the receptacle
for the nutrition, development, and finally the expulsion, of
the foetus. It lies partly in the abdomen and partly in the
pelvis. The whole uterus is shaped like the letter Y. Its
posterior portion, the body, is a simple cylindrical reservoir,
about 5 to 8 inches long, slightly flattened above and below,
while the anterior portion is bifid; the two divisions, the
cornua or horns, curve upwards and forwards. Each cornu
is about 9 or 10 inches long. The body is in contact above
with the rectum, below with the bladder and pelvic flexure
of the double colon, and in front with the intestines. It is
covered with peritoneum, and at the sides is attached to the
roof of the pelvis by the uterine broad ligaments. It is con-
tinuous in front with the horns or cornua, and behind it is